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Press Release 
For immediate release 

July 2015 

Discover Indonesia 
9 – 13 September 2015 // Across Glasgow 

 

Discover Indonesia, taking place in London, Glasgow and Cardiff, will be the largest curated 
showcase of Indonesian arts ever presented within the UK, celebrating 70 years since the 
Proclamation of Indonesian Independence (Proklamasi).  

In Glasgow, Cryptic will present a vibrant, colourful and diverse programme that includes the work 
of visual artists, musicians, theatre performers, traditional dancers, filmmakers, writers and 
Indonesian cuisine. These events will take place in partnership with Centre for Contemporary 
Arts (CCA), The Glue Factory, Glasgow School of Art (GSA), The Burrell Collection, 
Glasgow Film Theatre (GFT), Kelvingrove Art Gallery & Museum, Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland (RCS), Saramago and Stravaigin – for a full listing of events see pages 4-7. 

‘I have always been struck by the variety and richness of Indonesian culture and heritage, much of 
which we rarely have an opportunity to experience here in the UK.  

In presenting Discover Indonesia we bring together under one umbrella event some of the most 
exciting creativity the region has to offer and in the process further develop this work and these 
important cultural links for future years.’  Cathie Boyd, Artistic Director, Cryptic 

Discover Indonesia is a partnership between Cryptic, Southbank Centre, London and Wales 
Millennium Centre, Cardiff presented in association with the British Council and supported 
by Ministry of Tourism of the Republic of Indonesia, Ministry of Culture and Education of the 
Republic of Indonesia, Aceh Province Board of Culture and Tourism, Indonesian Embassy for the 
UK and British Embassy for Indonesia. 

 

- ends - 

 

For further press information, images and interviews contact: 

Andy Lindsay Marketing | Press | PR 

info@andylindsay.biz  +44 (0) 7890 532886   +44 (0) 141 429 4313 
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Notes to Editors 
 

Curated by Cryptic Discover Indonesia aims to emphasise Indonesian performing and visual arts’ 
diversity and uniqueness as a vibrant colourful culture that is both traditional and contemporary. 

Discover Indonesia explores opportunities for cross cultural learning, international dialogue and 
exchange through the presentation of high quality, culturally diverse work that inspires both 
audiences and artists across the UK.   

As a nation having a long history in arts and cultural endeavours, Indonesia exudes a distinct and 
important global cultural heritage as a result of a centuries-old amalgamation of world cultures 
passing through their archipelago. This has shaped the traditions, beliefs, rites and culture of 
Indonesia that are manifest in hundreds of performing art forms that have been preserved, 
enhanced, and often in the hands of their luminaries, been translated to new forms, transcending 
traditional boundaries. 

 

Leonie Bell, Director of Arts and Engagement at Creative Scotland said: ‘Cryptic consistently 
pushes at boundaries programming unique, exciting and brilliant sonic and multi-platform 
experiences in Glasgow and beyond.  Discover Indonesia is a suitably ambitious project, creating a 
relationship stretching from Glasgow, Cardiff, London and onto Indonesia.’  

Councillor Soryia Siddique of Glasgow City Council, said: ‘As the Chair of Glasgow Mela, one 
of the largest free cultural events in the Scottish calendar, I welcome the showcase and discovery 
of a broad range of cultures. Learning about cultures through art, music and food offers a unique 
way of embracing diversity and experiencing traditions and colourful cultures from across the globe.  
This festival offers us an exciting opportunity to experience what Indonesia has to offer, in all its 
colour and variety!’ 

 

Cryptic 

Cryptic is a Glasgow based internationally-renowned producing art house, presenting today’s most 
imaginative, innovative artists whilst also nurturing the creative talent of tomorrow. We create 
memorable experiences that engage and inspire our audiences. Cryptic ‘ravishes the senses’ with 
performances that fuse music, sonic art and multi-media. 

Founded by Cathie Boyd in 1994, the company has thrived on artistic innovation and creative risk-
taking, which has subsequently created an environment where artists have been encouraged to 
push artistic boundaries. 

To date, Cryptic has presented 92 productions (including 28 world premières), which have been 
seen in 25 countries to an audience of more than 80,000. 

In 2015, Cryptic celebrates 21 years of ‘ravishing the senses.’  http://www.cryptic.org.uk/ 

 

Creative Scotland  

Creative Scotland is the public body that supports the arts, screen and creative industries across 
all parts of Scotland on behalf of everyone who lives, works or visits here.  We enable people and 
organisations to work in and experience the arts, screen and creative industries in Scotland by 
helping others to develop great ideas and bring them to life.  We distribute funding provided by the 
Scottish Government and the National Lottery. For further information about Creative Scotland 
please visit http://www.creativescotland.com 
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New Pathways  

Discover Indonesia is a pilot programme of New Pathways. Cryptic’s New Pathways aims to 
present exciting work from lesser known countries and regions in Scotland. We hope that Discover 
Indonesia, and future New Pathways events, will expand our horizons, inspire cross-cultural 
learning and strengthen intercultural dialogue.  

 

 
Events listings over./ 
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GLASGOW PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 
 

VISUAL ART 
 

Jompet Kuswidananto - Grand Parade 

Thu 10 September – Sun 4 October // 12noon – 5pm (Wed, Fri, Sat, Sun) // 12noon – 8pm (Thu)  // 
The Glue Factory // Free 

Sat 12 September // 2pm // Guided tour with Remco de Blaaj, Curator, CCA // Free 

Following the success of this exhibition at the Tropenmuseum, Amsterdam, Jompet 
Kuswidananto brings the Grand Parade to Scotland in a spectacle of light, sound and movement. 
Dozens of human figures with drums and weapons, motorbikes and horses meet each other in the 
middle of a big square: drums begin to beat, hands start clapping and from loudspeakers, the 
sound of the revelry of a parade or the tumult of a demonstration can be heard.  

Artist and theatre maker Jompet Kuswidananto (born in 1976 in Yogyakarta, Indonesia) is a 
trendsetting innovator in Asia and is now up and coming in Europe. His work has been shown at 
the Yokohama Triennale (2008), Lyon Biennale (2009), Venice Biennale (2011), Moscow Biennale 
for Young Art and Taipei Biennale (2012); and in the National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne and 
the Global Temporary, ZKM Karlsruhe. In 2013 he won the Prins Claus Award with his theatre 
group Teater Garasi.  

His work explores issues of Javanese cultural transformation that are realised in different art forms, 
including: installations, multi-channel videos, photographs, audio recording and performances. In 
2013 Jompet began to explore the Indonesian Reformasi, 15 years after the fall of the repressive 
Suharto regime, whose 32-year dictatorship was one of the most brutal and corrupt of the 20th 
century. 

http://www.cryptic.org.uk/jompet-kuswidananto/  

 

Jim Allen Abel – Uniform_Code 

Thu 10 September – Sun 4 October // 12noon – 5pm (Wed, Fri, Sat, Sun) // 12noon – 8pm (Thu)  // 
The Glue Factory // Free 

Uniform is an important part of social life where communal ideas are highly valued, such as in 
Indonesia. In cultural studies, the uniform has become part of a social symbol, exceeding its 
functional value as clothing.  Over the past two years, Jim Allen Abel has focused on exploring 
his interest in how the idea of uniform is often used to obscure the existence of individuals and 
their specific roles in constituting a bigger entity.  

It is based on his personal conversations with his father, who was a teacher. As a civil servant, 
teachers give up their individuality and merge with other workers to become the ‘civil servants 
corps’ all wearing one distinctive uniform. From this rather simple starting point, Abel developed his 
idea by collecting various types of uniforms whose associations have wide connotations for 
Indonesian society.  He selects some of the uniforms that represent distinct social groups deemed 
important in the formation of modern Indonesian society and are recognisable and relevant to a 
present day Indonesian audience. 

http://www.cryptic.org.uk/jim-allen-abel/   
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PERFORMANCE 

Kande  

Sat 12 September // 8pm // CCA // £12/£8  

Born in 1967 in Samadua, Southern Aceh, Rafly Kande is well known throughout the world for his 
refreshing and exhilarating music that expresses themes of peace, environment and spirituality. 
Rafly founded Kande Aceh in 2000, producing work that is strongly based on traditional music from 
Aceh and dominated by percussive instruments. The word ‘kande’ comes from Acehnese and 
means 'hanging lamp', a traditional lamp that has become an important tool to light the 
environment for the people of Aceh in the times of darkness that they experienced as a result of 
the prolonged violence that had engulfed their land. Kande’s colourful and energetic performances 
sustain this legacy, inspiring and uplifting modern-day audiences.     

http://www.cryptic.org.uk/kande/  

 

Senyawa  

Sat 12 September // 9.30pm // The Art School // £12/£8 

Jogjakarta’s Senyawa embody the flavours of Javanese music whilst exploring the framework of 
experimental music practice, pushing the boundaries of both traditions. In doing so their work 
strikes a perfect balance between their avant-garde influences and cultural heritage to create truly 
contemporary Indonesian music. Their sound comprises Rully Shabara’s deft extended vocal 
techniques punctuating the frenetic neo-tribalism of instrument builder, Wukir Suryadi’s modern-
primitive instrumentation.  

Senyawa has toured Indonesia many times and also performed at festivals in Australia and Europe 
including Hobart’s MONA FOMA; the Adelaide Festival; Melbourne International Jazz Festival; the 
Glatt und Verkert Festival, Austria; Sommarscen Festival, Malmo  and Sejero Festival, Denmark; 
Oct Loft Jazz Festival, China; Salihara Sastra Festival, Jakarta; Musik Malam Minggu at the 
Jakarta Biennale and toured Australia as a special guest of Regurgitator. 

http://www.cryptic.org.uk/senyawa/ 

 
Papermoon Puppet Theatre  
Mwathirika  

Wed 9, Thu 10 & Fri 11 September // 8pm // CCA // £12/£8 
 
Founded in 2006 by Maria Tri Sulistyani (Founder and Director) and Iwan Effendi (Artistic Director), 
Indonesia’s Papermoon Puppet Theatre has transformed puppets the way graphic novels changed 
comics. Taking a popular form too often dismissed as child’s play and making it intellectually 
challenging, emotionally chilling, and visually bold. Papermoon’s performances use a whimsical 
and intimate style to explore deep and controversial themes in Indonesia’s history, along with the 
challenges Indonesian children and adults face in their everyday life. Their puppetry form stems 
from two puppetry arts, shadow puppetry, a traditional Indonesian art form often found in Java and 
Bali and doll puppetry, generally for children’s stories. Papermoon explores new ways to engage 
with the public through site-specific puppet installations, surprising and delighting audiences at 
village bus stops, shops and markets. 

http://www.cryptic.org.uk/papermoon-puppet-theatre/  
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Soerya Soemirat  
Dancers of Mangkunegaran Royal Palace  

Fri 11 September  // 7.30pm // Royal Conservatoire of Scotland // £12/£8 
 
The Soerya Soemirat Dance Workshop was established by GPH Herwasto Kusuma in 1982. 
Located at the Prangwedanan Hall of Mangkunegara Palace in Surakarta, the workshop aims to 
provide an understanding of traditional dance skills and to preserve and develop this cultural 
tradition. Today, the Mangkunegaran Palace remains one of the centres of Javanese dance, where 
lessons are given every day for children in primary school, for senior school and university 
students.  

Gamelan orchestra is the prerequisite for Javanese court dance performances as well as for other 
Javanese art forms such as Wayang. The serene elegance, slow pace and constraints of its 
movements gave Javanese dance a meditative trait. Javanese court dances are heavily influenced 
by Javanese Hindu-Buddhist legacy. As a result the costumes, jewellery and story often reflects or 
is based on epic Hindu tales of Ramayana and Mahabharata.   

http://www.cryptic.org.uk/soeryo-soemirat/ 

 
Gamelan Naga Mas 
Gamelan Untethered 
	  

Wed 9 September  // 7.30pm // Royal Conservatoire of Scotland // £7/£4 

A futuristic fusion of gamelan, western instruments, voice and visuals built around the theme of our 
relationship and understanding of the cosmos. Javanese gamelan instruments play alongside 
synthesizers, guitars, piano and voice, featuring original music composed by members of Naga 
Mas and avant garde jazz musician Sun Ra. 

http://www.cryptic.org.uk/gamelan-untethered/  

 

POETRY 
Goenawan Mohamad in conversation  

Sat 12 September // 2.30pm // CCA // Free 
 
Indonesia Today 

Sat 12 September // 4pm // CCA // Free 
 
Goenawan Mohamad is an Indonesian poet and writer who was born in Batang, Central Java in 
1941. To mark his 70th birthday, several of his works were republished, including Marxisme, Seni, 
dan Pembebasan (Marxism, the Arts, Emancipation), Indonesia/Proses (Indonesia/Process) 
and Puisi dan Antipuisi (Poetry and Antipoetry).  His latest volumes of poetry are Don Quixote 
(2011) and 70 Puisi (70 Poems) and his plays have been published in Tan Malaka dan Tiga Lakon 
lain.     
 
Mohamad is the founder and editor of Tempo magazine in Indonesia, which was twice forcibly 
closed by Suharto’s New Order administration because of its vocal criticism of the authoritarian 
regime. In 1998 Mohamad was one of four winners of the CPJ International Press Freedom 
Awards, in 1999 he was named International Editor of the Year by World Press Review magazine 
and in 2006 he received the prestigious Dan David Prize. 
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As a writer, Mohamad is well known for his weekly column in Tempo, ‘Catatan Pinggir’ (‘Sidelines’), 
which is a commentary and critique on current affairs and media headlines. He expressed criticism 
of one-dimensional, narrow-minded viewpoints and thoughts in ‘Sidelines’, which have been 
compiled into six books. In ‘Sidelines’, Mohamad always concludes his columns with questions or 
open-ended comments intended to encourage readers to continue thinking. He was one of the 
founders of the Lontar Foundation and is on the international advisory board of the human rights 
group ARTICLE 19. 

http://www.cryptic.org.uk/goenawan-mohamad/  

 

FILM 
 
Discover Indonesia on Screen 
 
Wed 9 – Sun 13 September // 12noon – 8pm // CCA // Free  
 
A showcase celebrating the work of independent film-maker and sound explorer, Vincent Moon, 
who has been making extraordinary short films in Indonesia for the past six years.  His quest for 
sounds range from the world of pop to rare shamanic rituals and from experiments in electronica to 
acapella village songs. 
 
http://www.cryptic.org.uk/vincent-moon/  
 
Dividing Lines (Indonesian shorts curated by Matt Lloyd) // Thu 10 September // 6.15pm // GFT // 
£5 
Feature Film // Sat 12 September // 1pm // GFT  // £8.50/£7  
Feature Film // Sun 13 September // 5pm // GFT // £8.50/£7 
 
An eclectic range of feature films representing the changing cultural landscape of Indonesia 
through a line-up of the most stimulating film-making voices from across the archipelago.  
 
http://www.cryptic.org.uk/dividing-lines/  

 

CUISINE 

Indonesian Banquet 
 
Thu 10 September // 5pm -11pm // Stravaigin // £17.95 per person 
 
Thinking global and eating local for over 20 years, Stravaigin have their fingers firmly on the foodie 
pulse, offering an exclusive Indonesian banquet of mouth-watering street food, desserts and 
drinks. 
 
Booking essential. 
 
Discover a delicious selection of daily specials on offer at Stravaigin on Fri 11 and Sat 12 
September or sample the street food-favourite of Jakarta with Saramago’s seasonal gado-gado 
salad, served daily from 12noon throughout the course of the festival. 

http://www.cryptic.org.uk/indonesian-banquet/  

 


