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 Cryptic Nights 2019/20 Programme 
 
 

Submission Guidelines  
 
Celebrating 10 years of Cryptic Nights, we are looking for ambitious, emerging artists 
based in Scotland who create high quality, innovative, visual work with original music or 
sound-based elements at their core. For our 2019/20 programme we are particularly 
interested in submissions that use technology in new and creative ways.   
 
Eligibility 
This opportunity is for emerging artists based in Scotland. Artists should not currently be 
represented by a commercial gallery/arts organisation or have had a major opportunity 
such as a significant solo show. Cryptic understand that an artist’s creative career can 
emerge at any stage in life and our selection process reflects this.  Cryptic Nights does 
not support traditional theatre, music, literature or dance performances.  
 
Selection 
The Cryptic Night’s programme is selected by a panel of arts professionals based on 
application criteria, quality of work and potential for development. 
 
To Apply 
To apply please submit the following as a single PDF file (max. file size 15MB) to 
crypticprojects@gmail.com by 12noon Monday 16 July 2018. The PDF file name and 
email subject line should read YOURNAME Cryptic Nights 2019/20 Application. 
 
- Contact details 
- Project description maximum 500 words  
- Up to 5 images of your project and if relevant other recent works 
- Up to 5 online links to audio and video material  
- Artist biog maximum 200 words  
- Budget 
- Technical Requirements  
 
Contact Details 
Please provide name, address, contact email and contact telephone number for all 
artists included in your submission. 
 
Project Description 
Your description should be no longer than 500 words and should clearly describe your 
project and artists involved. Please include: 
- How the project will develop your career/practice; 
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- Your ability to manage and execute the proposed project; 
- An outline draft technical schedule (i.e. how many days required to install); 
- Details of any partnerships, other than artistic, including financial support and if 

this/these are confirmed; 
- Details of previous and future performances/installations by the artists and whether 

these are confirmed; 
- How your work will engage with audiences.  
 
Audio/Visual Documentation 
Please select up to five examples of visual documentation that clearly illustrate the 
proposed project and, if relevant, other recent works. These should be included within 
the body of the PDF doc. The total file size of the PDF should not exceed 15MB so please 
consider this when selecting your images.  
 
Audio/video material should be uploaded to Soundcloud and Vimeo. Please make 
these files private and available for download, providing all links and passwords in your 
application. 
 
Artist Biography 
Please include a professional biog outlining any relevant education and previous 
performances and exhibitions for key artists and performers involved in the project. This 
should be a maximum of 200 words per artist/performer. 
 
Budget  
Please provide a simple budget that outlines full financial costs for your project.  
 
Technical Requirements 
Equipment may be available from the CCA but please note that this is dependent upon 
other event requirements within the building. CCA’s technical specifications can be 
downloaded from our website http://www.cryptic.org.uk/work-with-us/. 
 
Monitoring Form 
Please complete the monitoring form which can be downloaded from our 
website http://www.cryptic.org.uk/work-with-us/ and return along with your 
application. By completing this questionnaire your personal data will only be used in 
accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation 2016. All data will be 
anonymised (except for consent of email enrollment to our mailing lists) and handled by 
one trained member of staff and stored on our secure server for 1(one) year. All physical 
questionnaires will be shredded upon anonymisation.  You have the right to access any 
info held by us and may restrict, erase, access, or retain any info by writing to:  Claire 
Moran: claire@cryptic.org.uk or +44(0)141 354 0544. 
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Please consider the eligibility criteria and application content carefully before applying, 
ensuring you follow the above guidelines. If you require additional support in completing 
your application or have any questions please contact Rachel at 
crypticprojects@gmail.com. 
 
Deadline: 12noon Monday 16 July 2018 
Please note late applications cannot be accepted  
 
An announcement of successful applicants will be made in Autumn 2018. 
 
Opportunity Details  
 
Recognising the need for a regular, supportive platform for emerging Scottish based 
artists with fresh ideas, Cryptic launched Cryptic Nights in 2009 and has presented over 
270 artists in partnership with the Centre for Contemporary Arts (CCA) in Glasgow. 
 
Crossing creative boundaries with new technologies, live music, visual and sonic art, 
Cryptic Nights presents a selection of the highest quality emerging talent. 

Selected projects will receive: 
 
- A guaranteed minimum fee of £500 per performance/installation for a maximum of 

two performances with support, advice and space to take risks; 
- A platform for your work supported by an experienced, international arts company; 
- Venue, technical, PR and marketing support; 
- Travel and accommodation bursaries for those living outside Glasgow where 

applicable; 
- An opportunity to build a new audience and raise your profile; 
- Free entry to other Cryptic Nights throughout the year;  
- Valuable opportunities to develop networks. 
 
Whilst Cryptic Nights is mainly based in CCA, Glasgow, we are also interested in 
innovative site-specific works. We do not support traditional theatre, dance or literature, 
and we prefer not to support work which has already been given a substantial platform 
or support from other arts organisations. We aim to fill a gap. 
 
We understand that an artist’s creative career can emerge at any stage in life and our 
selection process reflects this. The Cryptic Nights programme is selected by a panel of 
arts professionals based on application criteria, quality of work and potential for 
development. 
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We particularly welcome and encourage applications from artists with diverse 
experiences, perspectives and backgrounds which are essential for innovation to thrive 
and for new ideas to emerge. 
 
Cryptic is an award-winning Glasgow based internationally-renowned producing arts 
house, presenting today’s most imaginative, innovative artists whilst also nurturing the 
creative talent of tomorrow.  We create unique memorable experiences that engage 
and inspire our audiences, ‘ravishing the senses’ multi-media performances that fuse 
music, sonic and visual art. 
www.cryptic.org.uk/cryptic-nights 
 


