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Cryptic Nights presents Listening Salon

hair.wav
Emma Diamond

hair.wav is an immersive audio-visual short film by Emma Diamond, centred on the tactile and
sonic world of hair. Originally developed as part of Diamond’s multimedia exhibition of the same
name at Listen Gallery, the work began as a sound collaboration with Loris S Sarid, using
recordings of Emma cutting hair. Through subtle manipulations of pitch and time, raw textures
unfold into melodic, unexpected tones. The film’s visuals, created with Jordan Macrae, magnify
strands, prisms and water into shifting abstract landscapes — intimate worlds for sound to inhabit.
Embracing in-camera spontaneity and minimal post-production, hair.wav invites audiences into a

quiet, sensory dialogue between material, movement and sound.
(15 mins)

Artist Statement:

I'm interested in beauty that’s easy to miss.

The kind of beauty found in worn textures, in softness, in the marks left by time and use. | like
working with what'’s already there and seeing how it shifts under different light or sound. It's not
about control, but about care and attention. A way of exploring the world by observing it more

closely.

The film and sound were developed through a process that embraced chance and imperfection,
with no heavy digital manipulation. Everything was created in-camera or by hand, letting the
material uncover itself. Unexpected landscapes emerge from these familiar elements, encouraging
a deeper look at our relationship with hair, not just as something we wear or discard, but as

something that holds stories, allows us to express ourselves, and carries potential beyond its form.

This work explores the deeply personal and often overlooked relationship we have with our own
hair. Every day in the salon | notice small, fleeting details; the rhythm of cutting, the soft resistance
of hair in water, light play and shadows. hair.wav is a way of paying attention to those moments

and following them into new territories.

Artist and Production Credits:
Art Direction: Emma Diamond
Audio: Loris S Sarid and Emma Diamond

Visuals: Jordan Macrae and Emma Diamond
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About Emma Diamond: stay curious...
Emma Diamond is a Glasgow-based multidisciplinary artist and experienced art director working
across hair, sound, paint and photography. Her practice embraces imperfection and chance,
exploring the delicate balance between control and spontaneity. Using a straight razor, she
sculpts hair forms that respond intuitively to natural texture, a tactile approach reflected
throughout her sound and visual work. Emma also performs as a DJ, holding multiple radio
residencies and playing venues across Glasgow, Europe and Japan. In 2020 she co-founded
Curlach, a creative hair salon rooted in community and care. She continues to explore cross-

disciplinary projects and artistic collaborations.

About Loris S Sarid:

Loris S Sarid has been based in Glasgow since 2015. His artistic practice spans electronic
abstractions to pop-like ambient composition, characterised by the re-sampling of acoustic
instruments and recordings. Alongside releasing music for various imprints and labels, Sarid has
tailored music scores for a wide array of media: from the Degas exhibition at Glasgow’s Burrell
Collection to the Testing Ground Podcast, Apple adverts, short films, theatre performances and

more.

After their collaboration on Hair.wav and audiovisual performances around Japan and Europe, Loris

and Emma Diamond founded multimedia imprint Spritz Editions to share and archive their work.

About Jordan MacRae:
Jordan MacRae is a Glasgow based artist-filmmaker working with analogue technologies to create

moving image and sound works, often utilising loops, repetition, and chance.

Jordan has worked through-out the UK and internationally, directing music promos for Warner
Music talent and shooting documentaries worldwide. Previously, he worked for a London-based
production company on travel and humanitarian films. His work has been featured at Aesthetica,
Dazed, and Gstaadfilm Festival, where he won Young Filmmaker of the Festival. Jordan’s current
work focuses on artist moving image, independently creating Super 8 and 16mm films and

composing sound design.

With thanks to:

Loris S Sarid, Jordan Macrae, Riah Naief, Isa Gordon, Ross Woodhead and Jamie Cooper.
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Beth Robertson

Parlour of Psithurism is a sound installation by artist Beth Robertson that explores the feminist nature of
ecology, transforming repurposed hairdryer hoods into playful, intimate listening spaces. Psithurism —the
sound of wind whispering through trees, from the Greek word for ‘whisper’ —is brought to life through
recordings of Scotland’s temperate rainforests, played through speakers embedded within each hood.
By re-imagining the familiar setting of the salon as a site of care and conversation, Robertson invites
audiences to listen closely to these soughing, tree-borne voices as if they were companions to nurture,

learn from, care for and build communities with.
(10 mins looped)

Artist Statement:

Across sound, ecology and geography, my practise is an inter-disciplinary investigation into more-
than-human testimonies. Sound as a medium unsettles boundaries and binaries, it dislocates,
relocates, leaks and bleeds. | believe that the messiness of sound makes it a space for resistance
where the many inter-species relationships we often neglect can be tended. Through the use of
experimental field recording practices, | want to shift the prevalent way of thinking about recording
away from the ‘detached ethnographer’ and the ‘object being studied’ and instead re-imagine field
recording as a tenuous reaching-out, a categorical disturbance or a tactile materialising of the

overlapping boundaries between self and other.

My aim is to queer the relationship we have with our more-than-human hosts and put collective
listening into practise as a form of environmental activism. | investigate these themes through
experimental radio shows, cassette releases and various sound installations where | often re-
purpose old technologies like telephone receivers, stethoscopes and hairdryer hoods as tools for

active and careful listening.

About Beth Robertson:

Beth Robertson is a sound and radio artist from Glasgow and a graduate from the Sound Arts MA
at London College of Communication. Using field recordings, composition and installation she
creates sound maps that explore local ecologies and playfully experiments with different media of
listening. Beth was selected for the Arts for the Environment Residency Programme at Nature Arts
and Habitat Residency supported by Creative Scotland, and the Bothy Project on Eigg. Her work
has been displayed at the Barbican, Dilston Grove, London and Groundwork Gallery, Kings Lynn
and since 2023, she also has a monthly radio show on Resonance FM exploring entangled

identities of urban wildlife.
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With thanks to: stay curious...
With thanks to Cryptic Nights, Blair Wallace, Cathie Boyd, Claire Moran, The Old Hairdressers, Ed
Tyler and Carina Spink for sharing their wisdom and showing me around Ferry Wood, Gavin
Robertson for technical advice and support, Alison Murray for assistance in the field. I'd also like to
thank NAHR (Nature, Art and Habitat) Residency, Groundwork Gallery, AER (Arts for the

Environment) and UAL for supporting the first incarnation of the Parlour of Psithurism project.

Cryptic Nights was launched in 2009, having recognised the need for a regular, supportive
platform for emerging Scotland based artists with fresh ideas. Now a “well-honed stomping ground
for creative types” (The List), we have supported over 350 artists in partnership with the Centre for

Contemporary Arts (CCA) in Glasgow.

Cryptic presents today’s most imaginative, pioneering artists whilst also nurturing the creative
talent of tomorrow. We create unique experiences that engage and inspire audiences ‘ravishing

the senses’with multimedia performances that fuse music, sonic and visual art.

Thank you for joining us for Cryptic Nights in 2025.

Your support means the world to us and the artists we champion.

Our first 2026 Cryptic Nights kicks off on Thursday 5 March.

Stay curious...

www.cryptic.org.uk
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http://www.cryptic.org.uk/

