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A MONUMENTAL YEAR FOR GRYPTIC:
CELEBRATING THREE DECADES OF INNOVATION =

Founded in 1994 by Cathie Boyd, Cryptic is
Scotland’s award-winning, internationally
renowned, producing arts house. Based in
Glasgow, we present today's most
imaginative, pioneering artists whilst also
nurturing the creative talent of tomorrow. We
create unique, memorable experiences that
engage and inspire our audiences.

Photos: Neil Jarvie / Robin Fox
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From traditional concert halls to
industrial sites and digital platforms,
our projects span many forms. We
produce multi-media performances
and installations that fuse music,
sonic, visual and digital arts.

Thriving in a fast paced, ever evolving
environment, we are a not-for-profit
company with a global outlook,
committed to discovering and
presenting ambitious hew work.

Photos: Neil Jarvie / Scottish Ensemble; Demelza Kingston / Alex Smoke



Discovering and supporting emerging talent
Developing and promoting artistic excellence
A biennial international audiovisual festival

Large-scale, one-off site-specific works
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Photos: Demelza Kingston / Georgina Penstkart + Konx-om-P x, Neil Jarvie | SHHE; Siyao'li / Celi 4_




OUR VISION

To offer artists and audiences a unique and unforgettable Cryptic experience.
We nurture talent from artistic development to production and technical innovation,
providing space, time and support for deep exploration. Cryptic is committed to
shaping the long-term growth of Scotland’s vibrant and diverse arts community.

“(Cryptic) offers us something that we rarely find with any other performance
opportunity; it gives us space and time for artists to explore and experiment.”
Cryptic Nights Artist

Photos: Neil Jarvie / Martin Messier + Marie Delprat + No Plexus; Demelza Kingston / Lomond Campbell



2024/25 AT A GLANGE

In our 30th anniversary year:
e A core team of seven supported 143
artists
e Delivered 290 events
 Reached 33,115 audience members
 \Worked across seven countries

Cryptic maintained a strong international
profile, presenting work and supporting
residencies in Brazil, France, Ireland,
Luxembourg, Jersey, Poland and across
the UK.

Photos: Eric Engel / Sonia Killmann; Leo Caobelli / SHHE; Quentin Chevrier / Harry Gorski-Brown + Annabelle Playe



Our 2024/25 Cryptic Artists were Alex
Smoke, Ela Orleans, Harry Gorski-
Brown, Robbie Thomson, SHHE and

Sonia Killmann. 2024 also marked our
final year collaborating with Kathy Hinde.
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AUDIENGES 2024/23:
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Sonica Glasgow is Scotland's leading 11-day biennial
festival of audiovisual art and experimental music,
produced by Cryptic. For over a decade, Sonica has
presented pioneering work at the intersection of
sound, image and architecture, transforming venues
across Glasgow into immersive environments that
challenge and inspire audiences.
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Photos: Neil Jarvie / Gazelle Twin; Demelza Kingston / NEKO3



31,386 people attendees (134%)
280+ Sonica events
150 artists from 19 countries across 16 venues
Country focus: Egypt
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25,497 visitors to free installations | 374 participants in talks, walks and workshops
5,515 performance attendees | Average performance capacity rose to 71% (M11%)

Sonica continues to demonstrate the growing appetite for ambitious audiovisual
work, attracting increased audiences and international attention.

Photos: Neil q{érvie / Ben Chatwin + Konx-om-Pax 3



Sonica 2024 received extensive national and

international media coverage, including features
and reviews across BBC, STV, The Times, Clash
Magazine, The Wire, BBC Alba, The New Arab,
BBC World and The Scotsman (4-star reviews).

THE SKINNY

WHAT'S ON ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT LIFESTYLE FESTIVALS

This resulted in: = § N P
A combined outlet audience of 234 million == W=
4.57 million estimated views ===

Over 20.9K engagements
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“The most thrilling

conjunction of visuals and

” The Egyptian artists not to miss at the
performance 2024 Glasgow Sonica Festival
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Live Report: Sonica Festival 2024

“Sonica’s remit to pair
innovative sound and visual
artists always brings
together unique international
talent.”
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AUDIOVISUAL WORKS TRAVELLING RCROSS THE GLOBE

In 2024/25, Cryptic supported 13 artists to create, collaborate and tour
internationally building long-term partnerships and sharing Scotland’s innovative
audiovisual practice with audiences across seven countries.
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Cryptic returned to ArtHouse Jersey for the second consecutive year. Konx-om-
Pax and SHHE undertook a two week residency developing work for Sonica.




JULY | CAEN, FRANGE

Alex Smoke and Paul Duncombe premiered Twilight Zone at St Julien Church,
Caen, as part of festival Jinterstice[. The work later received a Scottish premiere

at Sonica. Supported by the British Council's Spotlight on Culture UK-France
2024 programme.

Photos: Neil Jarvie



SEPTEMBER | MARSEILLE, FRANCE

Harry Gorski-Brown continued his international collaboration with French artist-
composer Annabelle Playe premiering Elephant, you shake your sheep! at
GMEM, Marseille. The work subsequently toured to Sonica Glasgow and Théatre
Hexagone (Grenoble). Supported by Diaphonique, in partnership with GMEM
Marseille, Théatre Hexagone (Grenoble) and Stereolux (Nantes) and produced
by Cryptic and Full Rhizome.

Photo: Quentin Chevrier



Dopey Monkey undertook a Different Sounds residency in Lublin, collaborating
with local artists to develop a new promenade work for 2025. The project is part
of the British Council’'s UK/Poland Season 2025.



NOVEMBER | PORTO ALEGRE, BRAZIL

SHHE traveled to Kino Beat Festival in Porto Alegre, Brazil for a three-week
artistic climate residency which culminated in a collaborative installation with local
artists, supported by the British Council's Cultura Futura Grant.




FEBRUARY | LUXEMBOURG

Sonia Killmann presented her audiovisual work Digital Skies at Multiplica Lab’s
A/V Night, further expanding the international reach of Cryptic Artists.

Photo: Eric Engel



Ela Orleans'’ audiovisual work Night Voyager continued to perform including:
e Musical Utopia, Korzo Theatre, The Hague (NL)
e Perth Theatre and Concert Hall, Scotland (supported by PRSF Beyond Borders)

Orleans also performed at Kings Place, London, as part of Scotland Unwrapped
alongside Lucy Duncombe and Feronia Wennborg, and presented her latest Cryptic
commission, La nuit dorée, at Le Sample, Paris (FR).
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SUPPORTING EARLY CAREER ARTISTS CRYPI hts

Through an open call, Cryptic supported 12 emerging Scottish artists across five live
events, delivered in partnership with CCA Glasgow. Including:

e Sean Logan and Angus Bradley with Drake Music Scotland

 Nina Stanger and Catriona Beckett

e Georgina Penstkart

« Adam Strachan and Dougie Taylor
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“Immersive, captivating,
inclusive.”
Audience on Cryptic Nights

“It let me understand people, it's a
big achievement for me to be able
to communicate to you in this way
and without music and art | may
have never been able to.”
Cryptic Nights Artist
The Herald




IMMERSIVE ARTS

Cryptic was invited to join the University of the West of England’s AHRC-funded
Immersive Arts programme (2024-2027) as the Scottish partner.

This UK-wide, artist-led initiative supports 200+ artists to push the boundaries of
immersive technology.




IMMERSIVE ARTS

e Explore — £5,000 / Experiment — £20,000 / Expand — £50,000
e 326 applications from Scotland (13% of UK total)

e 15 Scotland-based projects funded
e £150,000 awarded across Aberdeen, Dumfries, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Leith and Moray
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INCLUSION, DIVERSITY, EQUALITIES AND AGGESS (IDER)

Inclusion is central to Cryptic's values and
ongoing development. We aim to be an
organisation whose programme,
workforce and audiences reflect the
diversity of the communities we serve.

We are commiitted to:
o Compliance with the Equality Act
2010 and current best practice
e Proactively addressing discrimination
and structural disadvantage
e Adopting the Social Model of
Disability.

Photo: Neil Jarvie



INCLUSION, DIVERSITY, EQUALITIES AND AGGESS (IDERA)

EQUAUTY Family Arts
ACTION Campyaign WAGE
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ARTISTS 2024/25
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SUSTAINRBLE CITIES AND NET ZERO

Cryptic embeds environmental sustainability
across all the company and aims to inspire
positive change.

In 2024/25 we:

 Became signatories of the Green Arts
Charter

e Continued active participation in Creative
Carbon Scotland, IETM Environmental
Working Group and CCA Cultural Tenants'
Green Team

e Maintained membership of the Green Arts
Initiative (since 2014)

Photo: Dougie Taylor




CRYPTIG ANGELS

Thank you to our Immersed, Inspired and Intrigued Cryptic Angels for their generous
and continued support.

Cryptic 30th Immersed: Inspired: Intrigued:
Anniversary Angels: Martin. and Jan-Butterfield; Cathie Boyd Karen Anderson
Bob Downes April. Chamberiain Eunice Crook Paul Climie
John and Pat Graham MC Colin Hicks Bjorn Helle
Eileen and Peter Jacobs Christopher Glasgow. Alan Orr Mary Macleod.
lan Smith Dame Seona Reid Douglas Scott
Ruth Wishart. Gina Wilson. Steven Spier.

Join the Cryptic journey and help us support artists to create, innovate and inspire

here.



https://www.cryptic.org.uk/support/

FINANGE

Creative Scotland RFO 32%
CS EXPO 9%
Public Funding 8%

= Trust and Foundation 2%

® Donations 0.5%

= InKind support 11%
International Fundraising 16%
Government Incentives 1%
Earned Income 5%

= Other Earned Income 15%

= Interest 1%

A

EXPENDITURE

= Planning and International Development 6%
Sonica 51%

= Cryptic Nights 3%
Cryptic Artists 14%

= Special Projects 0.1%
"Touring 2%

m [mmersive Arts 3%

= Marketing 9%

= |IDEA 3%

= HR 6%

m Overheads 3%

= Governance and Audit 0.5%
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	IMPACT REPORT 2024/25
	A MONUMENTAL YEAR FOR CRYPTIC: CELEBRATING THREE DECADES OF INNOVATION
	Founded in 1994 by Cathie Boyd, Cryptic is Scotland’s award-winning, internationally renowned, producing arts house. Based in Glasgow, we present today’s most imaginative, pioneering artists whilst also nurturing the creative talent of tomorrow. We create unique, memorable experiences that engage and inspire our audiences.

	From traditional concert halls to industrial sites and digital platforms, our projects span many forms. We produce multi-media performances and installations that fuse music, sonic, visual and digital arts.
	Thriving in a fast paced, ever evolving environment, we are a not-for-profit company with a global outlook, committed to discovering and presenting ambitious new work.
	HOW CRYPTIC WORKS
	Cryptic builds connected, curious communities through four core strands
	Cryptic Nights –  Cryptic Artists –  Sonica –  Unique Projects –
	Discovering and supporting emerging talent  Developing and promoting artistic excellence  A biennial international audiovisual festival  Large-scale, one-off site-specific works


	OUR VISION
	To offer artists and audiences a unique and unforgettable Cryptic experience. We nurture talent from artistic development to production and technical innovation, providing space, time and support for deep exploration.  Cryptic is committed to shaping the long-term growth of Scotland’s vibrant and diverse arts community.
	“ (Cryptic) offers us something that we rarely find with any other performance opportunity; it gives us space and time for artists to explore and experiment.”   Cryptic Nights Artist

	2024/25 AT A GLANCE
	In our 30th anniversary year:
	A core team of seven supported 143 artists
	Delivered 290 events
	Reached 33,115 audience members
	Worked across seven countries
	Cryptic maintained a strong international profile, presenting work and supporting residencies in Brazil, France, Ireland, Luxembourg, Jersey, Poland and across the UK.


	CRYPTIC ARTISTS
	AUDIENCES 2024/25:
	Age

	SONICA RETURNS TO GLASGOW FOR ITS 8TH EDITION!
	Sonica Glasgow is Scotland’s leading 11-day biennial festival of audiovisual art and experimental music, produced by Cryptic. For over a decade, Sonica has presented pioneering work at the intersection of sound, image and architecture, transforming venues across Glasgow into immersive environments that challenge and inspire audiences.

	Over eleven days: 31,386 people attendees (↑34%)  280+ Sonica events  150 artists from 19 countries across 16 venues Country focus: Egypt
	Key highlights included: 25,497 visitors to free installations | 374 participants in talks, walks and workshops  5,515 performance attendees | Average performance capacity rose to 71% (↑11%)
	Sonica continues to demonstrate the growing appetite for ambitious audiovisual  work, attracting increased audiences and international attention.
	IN THE PRESS
	“The most thrilling conjunction of visuals and performance” Clash Magazine
	“Sonica’s remit to pair innovative sound and visual artists always brings together unique international talent.” The New Arab
	AUDIOVISUAL WORKS TRAVELLING ACROSS THE GLOBE
	JUNE | JERSEY Cryptic returned to ArtHouse Jersey for the second consecutive year. Konx-om-Pax and SHHE undertook a two week residency developing work for Sonica.
	JULY | CAEN, FRANCE Alex Smoke and Paul Duncombe premiered Twilight Zone at St Julien Church, Caen, as part of festival ]interstice[. The work later received a Scottish premiere at Sonica. Supported by the British Council’s Spotlight on Culture UK–France 2024 programme.
	SEPTEMBER | MARSEILLE, FRANCE Harry Gorski-Brown continued his international collaboration with French artist-composer Annabelle Playe premiering Elephant, you shake your sheep! at GMEM, Marseille. The work subsequently toured to Sonica Glasgow and Théâtre Hexagone (Grenoble). Supported by Diaphonique, in partnership with GMEM Marseille, Théâtre Hexagone (Grenoble) and Stereolux (Nantes) and produced by Cryptic and Full Rhizome.
	OCTOBER | LUBLIN, POLAND Dopey Monkey undertook a Different Sounds residency in Lublin, collaborating with local artists to develop a new promenade work for 2025. The project is part of the British Council’s UK/Poland Season 2025.
	NOVEMBER | PORTO ALEGRE, BRAZIL SHHE traveled to Kino Beat Festival in Porto Alegre, Brazil for a three-week artistic climate residency which culminated in a collaborative installation with local artists, supported by the British Council’s Cultura Futura Grant.
	FEBRUARY | LUXEMBOURG Sonia Killmann presented her audiovisual work Digital Skies at Multiplica Lab’s A/V Night, further expanding the international reach of Cryptic Artists.
	ELA ORLEANS NIGHT VOYAGER TOUR CONTINUES
	Ela Orleans’ audiovisual work Night Voyager continued to perform including:
	Musical Utopia, Korzo Theatre, The Hague (NL)
	Perth Theatre and Concert Hall, Scotland (supported by PRSF Beyond Borders)
	Orleans also performed at Kings Place, London, as part of Scotland Unwrapped alongside Lucy Duncombe and Feronia Wennborg, and presented her latest Cryptic commission, La nuit dorée, at Le Sample, Paris (FR).

	SUPPORTING EARLY CAREER ARTISTS
	Through an open call, Cryptic supported 12 emerging Scottish artists across five live events, delivered in partnership with CCA Glasgow. Including:
	Sean Logan and Angus Bradley with Drake Music Scotland
	Nina Stanger and Catriona Beckett
	Georgina Penstkart
	Adam Strachan and Dougie Taylor

	“Immersive, captivating, inclusive.”  Audience on Cryptic Nights
	“It let me understand people, it’s a big achievement for me to be able to communicate to you in this way and without music and art I may have never been able to.”  Cryptic Nights Artist The Herald
	Cryptic was invited to join the University of the West of England’s AHRC-funded Immersive Arts programme (2024–2027) as the Scottish partner.
	This UK-wide, artist-led initiative supports 200+ artists to push the boundaries of immersive technology.
	Funding strands: • Explore – £5,000 / Experiment – £20,000 / Expand – £50,000 • 326 applications from Scotland (13% of UK total) March 2025 results: • 15 Scotland-based projects funded • £150,000 awarded across Aberdeen, Dumfries, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Leith and Moray
	INCLUSION, DIVERSITY, EQUALITIES AND ACCESS (IDEA)
	Inclusion is central to Cryptic’s values and ongoing development. We aim to be an organisation whose programme, workforce and audiences reflect the diversity of the communities we serve.
	We are committed to:
	Compliance with the Equality Act 2010 and current best practice
	Proactively addressing discrimination and structural disadvantage
	Adopting the Social Model of Disability.


	INCLUSION, DIVERSITY, EQUALITIES AND ACCESS (IDEA)
	ARTISTS 2024/25
	Age

	SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND NET ZERO
	Cryptic embeds environmental sustainability across all the company and aims to inspire positive change.
	In 2024/25 we:
	Became signatories of the Green Arts Charter
	Continued active participation in Creative Carbon Scotland, IETM Environmental Working Group and CCA Cultural Tenants’ Green Team
	Maintained membership of the Green Arts Initiative (since 2014)
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